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U.S. Census Bureau, American Fact Finder: 

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/  

 

U.S. Census Population and Housing Unit Counts: 

https://www.census.gov/geo/maps-data/data/tiger-data.html 

 

 

U.S. Drought Monitor: 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/MapArchive.aspx 

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Endangered Species of Missouri: 

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/Endangered/lists/missouri-cty.html 

 

U.S. Geological Survey Hazard Maps: 

https://earthquake.usgs.gov/hazards/hazmaps/conterminous/2014/images/HazardMap2014_lg.j

pg 

 

U.S. Geological Survey Sinkholes: 

https://www.usgs.gov/special-topic/water-science-school/science/sinkholes?qt-

science_center_objects=0#qt-science_center_objects 

 

U.S. Geological Survey Sinkholes Fact Sheet:  

https://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2007/3060/ 

 

U.S. Sinkhole Map: 

http://strangesounds.org/2013/07/us-sinkhole-map-these-maps-show-that-around-40-of-the-u-s-

lies-in-areas-prone-to-sinkholes.html  

 

USDA Cause of Loss Historical Data Files / Insurance Claims: 

http://www.rma.usda.gov/data/cause.html 

 

 

 

USDA Missouri Cattle County Estimates: 
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https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Missouri/Publications/County_Estimates/2019/M

O-Cattle-by-County.pdf 

 

USDA Census of Agriculture: 

 https://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Publications/2012/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Missouri 

 

USDA Christian County Agriculture Profile: 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Mi

ssouri/cp29043.pdf 

 

USDA Risk Management Agency: 

https://www.rma.usda.gov/data/cause 

 

2018 Missouri State Hazard Mitigation Plan: 

https://sema.dps.mo.gov/docs/programs/LRMF/mitigation/MO_Hazard_Mitigation_Plan2018.pdf 
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Dam Failure  

Hazard Identification  

A dam is defined by the National Dam Safety Act as an artificial barrier that impounds or diverts water 

and (1) is at least 6 feet high and stores at least 50 acre-feet of water, or (2) is at least 25 feet high and 

stores at least 15 acre-feet. Of the 80,000- plus dams in the United States, less than 5% are under the 

control of the federal government. 

 According to the Missouri Department of Natural Resources Dam and Reservoir Safety Program, 

Missouri had some 5,239 recorded dams in October 2009, the largest number of man-made dams of any 

state in the country. Missouri ‘s topography allows lakes to be built easily and inexpensively, which 

accounts for the high number of dams. Despite such a large number, only about 679 Missouri dams 

(13%) fall under state regulations, while another 85 dams are federally controlled. A non-federal dam 

can be anything from a large farm pond to a major lake such as Table Rock Lake.  The great majority of 

non-federal dams are privately owned structures that were built either for agriculture or recreational 

use. Missouri also has some 600 dams which were built as small watershed projects under Public Law-

566 (Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act of 1953).  

These dams serve many functions, including flood control, erosion control, recreation, fish and wildlife 

habitat, water supply, and water quality improvement. Many are nearing the end of their 50-year 

lifespan and need repair. Another group of older dams in the state were originally built by railroads to 

create drinking water reservoirs for the towns where the railroads were built.  

Within the State of Missouri, the Department of Natural Resources maintains a Dam and Safety Program 

within the Division of Geology and Land Survey. The objective is to ensure that the dams are safely 

constructed, operated, and maintained pursuant to Chapter 236 Revised Statutes of Missouri. Under 

state statute, a dam must be 35 feet or higher to be state regulated. These dams are surveyed by state 

inspectors at least every five years. However, most Missouri dams are less than 35 feet high and thus, 

not regulated. While the State has for many years encouraged dam owners to do owner inspections for 

those dams not under the law, the condition of many of these dams is deteriorating.  

The Department of Natural Resources Geological Survey and Resources Assessment Division resumed 

inspecting regulated dams effective July 1, 2004. Because of budget cuts in FY‘03, dam owners were 

required to hire private professional engineers to conduct dam surveys for required permits.  

Dam owners have primary responsibility for the safe design, operation, and maintenance of their dams. 

They are responsible for providing early warning of problems at the dam, for developing an effective 

emergency action plan, and for coordinating that plan with local officials. The state has ultimate 

responsibility for public safety and many states regulate construction, modification, maintenance, and 

operation of dams. MDNR‘s Dam Safety Division maintains a database of all dams regardless of federal, 

state, local or private ownership.  

 Piping – internal erosion caused by embankment leakage, foundation leakage and deterioration of 

pertinent structures appended to the dam  

 Erosion – inadequate spillway capacity causing overtopping of the dam, flow erosion, and inadequate 

slope protection  



 Structure Failure – caused by an earthquake, slope instability or faulty construction  

These failures types often are interrelated. For example, erosion, either on the surface or internal, may 

weaken the dam or lead to structural failure. Additionally, a structural failure may shorten the seepage 

path and lead to a piping failure.  

 

Location 

Within the City of Ozark there is one dam.  The dam locally referenced as the Mill Pond Dam.  The dam’s 

construction date and design are unknown.  The dam is a concrete dam with overflow across the top.  

The length of the dam is approximately 300 feet long and height of approximately 8.67 feet.  The water 

impoundment is estimated to be approximately 100 acre-feet.  The dam is in a developed urban area.  

Within the area downstream of the dam there are numerous structures and public and private utilities, 

including the City of Ozark water and sewer lines.  

 

 

Extent (Magnitude/Severity) 

The National Inventory of Dams categorized dam failure hazard as:  

 High Hazard – If the dam were to fail, extensive injuries and property damage could result  

 Medium or Significant Hazard – Failure could possibly result in injuries and appreciable property 

damage  

Location of Mill 

Pond Dam             

In Flood Condition 



 Low Hazard – Failure results in only minimal property damage  

The Missouri Dam and Reservoir Safety Council Rules and Regulations uses three classes of downstream 

environmental zone used when considering permits. The downstream environment zone is the area 

below the dam that would become inundated should the dam fail. Inundation is defined as water two 

feet or more over the submerged ground outside of the stream channel. These classes are based on the 

number of structures and types of development contained within the inundation area as presented in 

Table 2-49. The downstream environment zone classification is also used to prescribe the frequency of 

inspection.  

Classes of Downstream Environment Zone  

Class I  

The area downstream from the dam that would be affected by inundation contains ten (10) or 

more permanent dwellings or any public building. Inspection of these dams must occur every 

two years  

Class II  

The area downstream from the dam that would be affected by inundation contains one to nine 

permanent dwelling, or one (1) or more campgrounds with permanent water, sewer and 

electrical services or one (1) or more industrial buildings. Inspection of these dams must occur 

once every three years.  

Class III 

 The area downstream from the dam that would be affected by inundation does not contain any 

of the structures identified for Class I or Class II dams. Inspection of these dams must occur once 

every five years 

 Source: http://floodplain.sema.dps.mo.gov/MitPlan/docs.aspx?link=modamreg94  

Aerial photography from the National Agricultural Imagery Program was utilized along with assessor’s 

parcel data from Douglas County to inspect the downstream environmental zones or likely inundation 

areas coincident with the 2 Significant 92 Hazard dams in the county. The resulting Dam Failure Probable 

Severity is shown in Table 2-50: 

 

Dam Failure Probable Severity Downstream Environment Zone Future Probable Severity  

Class 3 Negligible  

Class 2 Limited  

Class 1 N/A  

Past Occurrences Dam failures in the United States have resulted in death, injuries and billions of dollars 

in property damage. Dam failure events in Missouri include dams in Lawrenceton in 1968, Washington 

http://floodplain.sema.dps.mo.gov/MitPlan/docs.aspx?link=modamreg94


County in 1975, Fredericktown in 1977, and a near failure in Franklin County in 1978, and Lesterville in 

2005  

A large-scale example of a dam failure in Missouri occurred at the Tom Sauk in 2005. The stone retaining 

wall around the huge mountaintop reservoir near the town of Lesterville collapsed before daybreak 

releasing a billion-gallon torrent of water that swept away at least two homes and several vehicles and 

critically injured three children according to authorities. After the breach opened, within minutes the 50- 

acre reservoir had emptied itself out with terrifying effect, turning the surrounding area into a landscape 

of flattened trees and clay-covered grass and temporally evacuating the city of Lesterville. (National 

Weather Service).  

 

Probability  

The age and ownership of the dams are the largest factors in the risk of failure. With all of Douglas 

County’s dams being privately owned, lacking exact information on the design, operation, and 

maintenance of these dams, it is difficult to assess the risk. The likelihood of a dam failure is possible, 

but the amount of damage downstream that might result is the most critical consideration.  

According to Stanford University’s National Performance of Dams Program, between 1975 and 2001 

there were 17 dam failures in Missouri. These data translate into a 65% probability that there will be a 

dam failure in any given year statewide.  


